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I remember very well meeting the éharming
Thank you for the thoughtful

' Déar “rs. Evans:

Mrs.

letter.

Evans.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 3, 1976

Your analysis -- as I am sure you
know —— is in conflict with strongly moti-

vated forces.

Let us piay that any improperly motivated
people readjust and find peace for them-

gselves. I believe you have found that peace.

The President wanted you to have this copy

of his recent Proclamation.

Mrs.

Enclosure

Sincerely,

Special Assistant to the Preside..t

James J. Evans
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OASD/ISA INTRAOFFICE CONTROL SHEET J""En March 1976

| 5 NO.
f."2623/76

SUBJECT:

Ltr to Mrs. James J. Evans,

e

CURRENT SUSPENSE OATE:®

SUMMARY (Describe briefly the requirement, background and action recommended):
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 3, 1976

Dear rs. Evans:

I remember very well meeting the charming

Mrs. Evans. Thank you for the thoughtful

letter. Your analysis -- as I am sure you
know -- is in conflict with strongly moti-
vated forces.

Let us pray that any improperly motivated
people readjust and find peace for them-
selves. I believe you have found that peace.
The President wanted you to have this copy
of his recent Proclamation.

Sincerely,

] Ftaon.

eodore C. Marrs
Special Assistant to the Preside:

Mrs. James J. Evans
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It was a tragedy to force wives to have »
to request their husbands be declared killed
in action because 66 the selfishness of a few.
Not only wives, but many pareents had to do
the same thing because some lawyer thbdught he
would make a name for Eimself or some sisters
realized théir parents were getting older and -
they would finally get tlielr brother‘'s money T -
or the people in Viva might finally have to | |
get a Jobe.

. 7 January 1976 -

- Dr. Theodore C, Marrs
: Special Ass't to the Fregident
’ The White tlouse e
Washington, D, C.

Dear Dre. Marrs: -

We all know there is no one else alive
and war is not noted for being neet and. tidy.
There are still 80,000 missing--bodies not
_ recovered from World War II. The men who
went © war knew what they were d:ing and went
willingly. They knew the risks and would turn -
over in their graves to know a deébate still . ' T T
goes on whether they are dead or not.

o I was going through some papers I had
T and came across a letter you had sent to
. _ Mre. sarl Hopper of the Naticnal Leayue of
- Families. It reminded me that I had promised
; mysé&f I would write you months ago and never - s
< e . did. - Ce—— _—— = - - - - )

"I met you in 1972 in San Francisco at
a Keserve ccnventicn at the Fairmont and again
at a Chan.e of Command at NAS Alameda where ycu
: were the guest speaker. My husband, CDR James
| J. Evans was missing in action at the time. Heg®
| was the first Navy man missing in action in the
war and was shot down 2 April 65 over Laos.

The Defense department and State departments
were most helpful to all. Some mistakes were
mnade but with such large numbsrs and turnover
in personnel some are to be expected, Many of
the families have no idea of the terrain or
the sophisticated planes and wédaponry being
used etc. It was time to end it a long time
ago., Now, with the Congressional Comaission
I hope finally & statement will ‘be made that
wverything possible was done. Very dedicated
men from all services worked on this problem
and Dre. 3hields was outstandinge I would hope
the services could begin reviewing cases as
they should have in 1973.

I was very active in the National League
as Western Regional Coordinator, State Coordi-
nator, Board member etc. I gave hundreds of
speeches on behalf of the prcblem, studled war
and southeast Asia, and traveled ts Laose. 1In _
1974 when it was obvious the National League
was only interested in villifying the United _
States government and maintaining their cositions
and continue to draw the pay of the serviceman
or have it acquire ovn the booksy I resigned.

There are many farillies who are just wait
ing for it to end and do not participate in
orgenizaticns, letter writing etce Do not
delay any longer. Sincerely, _

llaerose Je. Evans : ' e
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